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Darnthat“ freegold,” anyway.

You’d think minerswouldbe
happywith a fewspecksof theyel-
low metal everynowandthen.
Thenagain, maybenot. If freegold
is seenin drill core, it’sobviouslya
goodsign. But it canalsobea red
flag for potential assayproblems,
otherwiseknownasthe“nugget
effect,” when occasionaland
inconsistentbitsof nativegold can
skewassayresults. In thesecases,
it canbevery diffi cult to determine
aconsistent,averagegradefor a
core interval or even anentire
deposit.

SowhenNorthern Freegold
CEO Bill Harris sawthatHole73
returned “only” 20.65g/t goldover
1.24meters, eventhoughit had
visiblegold in thecore, hewas
pretty sureheknewtheproblem.
SoHarrisasked thelab to check
theassay.

Sureenough,thelab issueda
correctedassaythatwas10 times
theoriginal value.But thecorrec-
tion wasn’t causedby any nugget
effect.It wasmore like a floating
decimalplace...asit seemsthelab
put thedot in thewrongspot.So
instead of 206.50g/t, it recorded
20.65g/t.

Whatthat meansis thatHole
73actually returned 46.96meters
of 14.51g/t gold insteadof 46.96
metersof 9.60g/t gold.As Harris

pointsout, “ this is
a51%increasein
thegold content
within this inter-
val, which is very
exciting.” Indeed.
In fact, it adds
more intrigueto
thisalready
intriguing, dis-
trict-sized gold
projectin
Canada’sYukon
Territory.

As youknow
from coveragein
thepast two
issuesof this
newsletter, the
NucleusZonewasoriginally iden-
tifiedasa low-grade,bulk-tonnage
gold target. But bonanza-grade
drill intersectionslike thosein
Hole73aredemonstrating the
potential for high-grade,vein-host-
edmineralization.

Highlightsof step-outholesin
theareaof thehigh-gradelenses
include2.00metersof 45.25g/t
gold within 72.35metersof 2.50
g/t gold, 1.90metersof 86.71g/t
goldwithin 74.97metersof 4.26
g/t, and3.25metersof 100.69g/t
goldwithin 37.80metersof 10.41
g/t gold.

NFR dril led53holesin the
NucleusZonein 2008andhas
releasedall but12of these.The
assaysreleased to datehave
expanded thehigh-gradezone,and
it’snowhoped thatresults from the
remaining holeswil l confirm a
postulated significantextension of
this rich zoneunder overburden.

Whenthese last assaysare in
hand,NFR wil l put thefinishing
touches onanew43-101compli-
antresource. Thisshould becom-
pleted thisyear, andI expect it wil l
surprise themarketon theupside.
Equally important, theresulting
geological modelwill help define
targets to expandthemineraliza-
tion, which is open in all directions
andto depth. Harris wasquotedin
theNorthern Miner as saying,
“We’re gonnagoout thereandhit
it li keasewingmachine.”

If he’s successful, I expect the
sharepricewill continueits solid
advanceasHarris andhis team
stitch together abetterunderstand-
ingof thehigh-grade,gold-copper
mineralization.

In themeantime,Harris is
building benchstrength,having
recently appointedGregJohnson to
theboard. Thiswouldbethesame
Greg Johnsonwho iscurrently VP
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of strategic development of NovaGold Resources. His
10yearsof experienceatNovaGold will nodoubtbe
welcomein NFR’sboardroom.

Northern Freegoldisbecomingawidely watched
dril l play, and I expectmoregood newsto comenot
only soon,butalsothroughouttheyear. It’s abuyon
weakness.
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